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Diamond Cutter Sutra

Trandation from The DaeJang Gyong Resear ch Institute of Haein-sa M onastery, K orea.
Edited by Richard St. Clair

Section |. The convocation of the assembly

Thushave | heard. upon a time Buddha sojour ned in Anathapindika's park by Shravasti with a great
company of bhikshus, even twelve hundred and fifty. One day, at the time for breaking fast, the wor |d-
honor ed enrobed, and carrying hisbowl made hisway into the great city of Shravasti to beg for his
food. In the midst of the city, he begged from door to door according to rule. Thisdone, hereturned to
hisretreat and took hismeal. When he had finished he put away hisrobe and begging bowl, washed his
feet, arranged his seat, and sat down.

Section |1. Subhuti makes a request

Now in the midst of the assembly was the vener able Subhuti. Forthwith he ar ose, uncover ed hisright
shoulder, knelt upon hisright knee, and, respectfully raising his handswith palmsjoined, addr essed
Buddha thus: world-honored one, it ismost precious How mindful the Tathagata isof all the
bodhisattvas, protecting and instructing them so well! wor ld-honor ed one, if good men and good women
seek the consummation of incompar able enlightenment, by what criteria should they abide and how
should they control their thoughts?

Buddha said : very good, Subhuti! just asyou say, the tathagatha is ever-mindful of all the bodhisattvas,
protecting and instructing them well. Now listen and take my wordsto heart: | will declare to you by
what criteria good men and good women seeking the consummation of incompar able enlightenment
should abide, and how they should control their thoughts.

Said Subhuti: Pray, do, world-honor ed one. With joyful anticipation we long to hear.

Section |11. Thereal teaching of the great way

Buddha said: Subhuti, all the bodhisattva-her oes should discipline their thoughts asfollows: All living
creatur es of whatever class, bor n from eggs, from wombs, from moisture, or by transfor mation, whether
with form or without form, whether in a state of thinking or exempt from thought-necessity, or wholly
beyond all thought realms-all these ar e caused by me to attain unbounded liberation nirvana. yet when
vast, uncountable, immeasur able number s of beings have thus been liber ated, verily no being has been
liberated. Why isthis, Subhuti? it isbecause no bodhisattva who isa real bodhisattva cherishestheidea
of an ego-entity, a personality, a being, or a separ ated individuality.

Section V. Even the most beneficent practicesarerelative

Further mor e, Subhuti, in the practice of charity a bodhisattva should be detached. That isto say, he
should practise charity without regard to appear ances; without regard to sound, odour, touch, flavour
or any quality. Subhuti, thus should the bodhisattva practise charity without attachment. Wher efore? in
such a case hismerit isincalculable.
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Subhuti, what do you think? can you measur e all the space extending eastwar d?
No, World-honored one, | cannot.

Then can you, Subhuti, measur e all the space extending southwar d, westwar d, northward, or in any
other direction, including nadir and zenith?

No, wor ld-honor ed one, | cannot.

Well, Subhuti, equally incalculable isthe merit of the bodhisattva who practises charity without any
attachment to appear ances. Subhuti, bodhisattvas should per sever e one-pointedly in thisinstruction.

Section V. Under standing the ultimate principle of reality
Subhuti, what do you think? Isthe Tathagata to be recognized by some material characteristic?

No, wor Id-honor ed one; the Tathagata cannot be recognized by any material char acteristic. Wher efor e?
because the Tathagata has said that material characteristicsare not, in fact, material characteristics.

Buddha said: Subhuti, wher esoever are material characteristicsthereisdelusion; but who so per ceives
that all characteristicsarein fact no-char acteristics, per ceives the Tathagata.

Section VI. Rareistrue faith
Subhuti said to Buddha: World-honor ed one, will ther e always be men who will truly believe after
coming to hear these teachings?

Buddha answer ed: Subhuti, do not utter such wor ds! At the end of the last five-hundred-year period
following the passing of the Tathagata, ther e will be self-controlled men, rooted in merit, coming to hear
these teachings, who will be inspired with belief. But you should realize that such men have not
strengthened their root of merit under just one Buddha, or two Buddhas, or three, or four, or five
Buddhas, but under countless Buddhas; and their merit isof every kind. Such men, coming to hear these
teachings, will have an immediate uprising of pur e faith, Subhuti; and the Tathagata will recognize
them. Yes, he will clearly perceive all these of pure heart, and the magnitude of their mor al excellences.
Wher efore? It is because such men will not fall back to cherishing the idea of an ego-entity, a

per sonality, a being, or a separated individuality. They will neither fall back to cherishing the idea of
things as having intrinsic qualities, nor even of things asdevoid of intrinsic qualities. Wher efor ?
Because if such men allowed their mindsto grasp and hold on to anything they would be cherishing the
idea of an ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, or a separ ated individuality; and if they grasped and held
on to the notion of things as having intrinsic qualities they would be cherishing the idea of an ego-entity,
a personality, a being, or a separated individuality. likewise, if they grasped and held on to the notion of
thingsasdevoid of intrinsic qualitiesthey would be cherishing the idea of an ego-entity, a per sonality, a
being, or a separated individuality. So you should not be attached to things as being possessed of, or
devoid of, intrinsic qualities. Thisisthe reason why the Tathagata always teachesthis saying: my
teaching of the good law isto be likened unto a r aft. The Buddha-teaching must be relinquished; how
much mor e so misteaching!

Section VII. Great Ones, Perfect Beyond L ear ning, Utter no Wor ds of Teaching
Subhuti, what do you think? Hasthe Tathagata attained the Consummation of I ncompar able
Enlightenment? Hasthe Tathagata a teaching to enunciate?

07/07/13 13:55


http://www.tantra.co.nz/spirituallibrary/diamondsutra.htm

Diamond Cutter Sutra http://www.tantra.co.nz/spiritual library/diamondsutra.htrr

Subhuti answer ed: Asl under stand Buddha's meaning ther e is no for mulation of truth called
Consummation of |ncompar able Enlightenment. M or eover, the Tathagata has no for mulated teaching to
enunciate. Wher efor e? Because the Tathagata has said that truth isuncontainable and inexpressible. It
neither isnor isit not. Thusit isthat thisunformulated Principleisthe foundation of the differ ent
systems of all the sages.

Section VIII. The Fruitsof Meritorious Action
Subhuti, what do you think? If anyone filled thr ee thousand gal axies of worldswith the seven treasures
and gave all away in gifts of alms, would he gain great merit?

Subhuti said: Great indeed, World-honored One! Wher efor e? Because mer it partakes of the character
of no-merit, the Tathagata characterized the merit asgreat.

Then Buddha said: On the other hand, if anyone received and r etained even only four linesof this
Discour se and taught and explained them to other s, hismerit would be the greater. Wher efor e?
Because, Subhuti, from this Discour se issue forth all the Buddhas and the Consummation of

Incompar able Enlightenment teachings of all the Buddhas. Subhuti, what is called " the Religion given
by Buddha" isnot, in fact, Buddha-Religion.

Section | X. Real Designation isUndesignate
Subhuti, what do you think? Does a disciple who has enter ed the Stream of the Holy Life say within
himself:

Subhuti said : No, World-honored One. Wher efor €? Because " str eam-entrant™ ismerely a name. There
isno stream-entering. The disciple who pays no regard to form, sound, odour, taste, touch, or any
quality, iscalled a Stream-entr ant.

Subhuti, what do you think? Does an adept who is subject to only one morerebirth say within himself: |
obtain the fruit of a Once-to-be-reborn?

Subhuti said: No, Wor ld-honor ed one. Wher efor e? Because " Once-to-be-reborn” ismerely a name.
Thereisno passing away nor coming into existence. The adept who realizesthisiscalled " Once-to-be-
reborn."

Subhuti, what do you think? Does a vener able one who will never mor e be reborn asa mortal say within
himself: | obtain the fruit of a Non-retur ner?

Subhuti said: No, Wor |d-honored One. Wher efor e? Because " Non-returner” ismerely a name. Thereis
no non-r etur ning; hence the designation " Non-r etur ner."

Subhuti, what do you think? Does a holy one say within himself: | have obtained Perfective
Enlightenment?

Subhuti said: No, Wor ld-honor ed One. Wher efor e? Because ther e isno such condition asthat called

" Perfective Enlightenment” World-honored One, if a holy one of Per fective Enlightenment said to
himself "such am |, " he would necessarily partake of the idea of an ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, or
a separ ated individuality.

Wor ld-honor ed One, when the Buddha declar esthat | excel amongst holy men in the Yoga of per fect

quiescence, in dwelling in seclusion, and in freedom from passions, | do not say within myself: | am a
holy one of Perfective Enlightenment, fr ee from passions. World-honor ed One, if | said within myself:
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Such am I; you would not declar e: Subhuti finds happiness abiding in peace, in seclusion in the midst of
the forest. Thisisbecause Subhuti abidesno wher e: ther efore heiscalled, " Subhuti, Joyful-Abider-
in-Peace, Dweller-in-Seclusion-in-the-Forest."

Section X. Setting Forth Pure Lands
Buddha said: Subhuti, what do you think? In the remote past when the Tathagata was with Dipankara
Buddha, did he have any degr ee of attainment in the Good L aw?

No, World-honored One. When the Tathagata was with Dipankara Buddha he had no degr ee of
attainment in the Good L aw.

Subhuti, what do you think? Does a Bodhisattva set forth any majestic Buddha-lands?

No, World-honored One. Wher efor €? Because setting forth majestic Buddha-landsisnot a majestic
setting forth;thisis mer ely name.

Then Buddha continued: Therefor e, Subhuti, all Bodhisattvas, lesser and great, should develop a pure,
lucid mind, not depending upon sound, flavour, touch, odour or any quality. A Bodhisattva should
develop a mind which alights upon no thing whatsoever ; and so should he establish it. Subhuti, this may
be likened to a human frame aslarge as the mighty M ount Sumeru. What do you think? Would such a
body be great?

Subhuti replied: Great indeed, Wor |d-honor ed One. Thisis because Buddha has explained that no body
iscalled a great body.

Section XI. The superiority of Unformulated Truth
Subhuiti, if ther e wer e as many Gangesriver s asthe sand-grains of the Ganges, would the sand-gr ains of
them all be many?

Subhuti said: M any indeed, WorId-honored One! Even the Gangesriverswould be innumer able; how
much mor e so would be their sand-grains?

Subhuti, I will declare atruth to you. If a good man or good woman filled thr ee thousand galaxies of
wor lds with the seven treasuresfor each sand-grain in all those Gangesrivers, and gave all away in gifts
of alms, would he gain great merit?

Subhuti answer ed: Great indeed, Wor ld-honored Onel

Then Buddha declared: Nevertheless, Subhuti, If a good man or good woman studies this Discour se only
so far asto receive and retain four lines, and teaches and explainsthem to others, the consequent merit
would befar greater.

Section Xl1. Veneration of the True Doctrine

Further mor e, Subhuti, you should know that wher esoever this Discour seisproclaimed, by even so little
asfour lines, that place should be vener ated by the whole realms of Gods, M en and Titans, asthough it
wer e a Buddha-shrine. How much moreisthisso in the case of one who isableto receive and retain the
whole and read and recite it throughout! Subhuti, you should know that such an one attainsthe highest
and most wonder ful truth. Wher esoever this sacred discour se may be found ther e should you comport
your self as though in the presence of Buddha and disciples wor thy of honour.

07/07/13 13:55


http://www.tantra.co.nz/spirituallibrary/diamondsutra.htm

Diamond Cutter Sutra http://www.tantra.co.nz/spiritual library/diamondsutra.htrr

Section XI11. How this Teaching should be Received and Retained
At that time Subhuti addressed Buddha, saying. Wor Id-honor ed One, by what name should this
Discour se be known, and how should wereceive and retain it?

Buddha answer ed: Subhuti, this Discour se should be known as™ The Diamond of the Perfection of
Transcendental Wisdom" - thus should you receive and retain it. Subhuti, what isthe reason herein?
Accor ding to the Buddha-teaching the Per fection of Transcendental Wisdom isnot really such.

" Perfection of Transcendental wisdom” isjust the name given toit. Subhuti, what do you think? Hasthe
Tathagata a teaching to enunciate?

Subhuti replied to Buddha: World-honored One, the Tathagata has nothing to teach.

Subhuti, what do you think? Would ther e be many moleculesin the composition of three thousand
galaxies of wor lds?

Subhuti said: M any, indeed, World-honored One! Subhuti, the Tathagata declar esthat all these
molecules ar e not really such; they are called " molecules." [Furthermore,] the Tathagata declar esthat
aworldisnot really aworld; it iscalled "aworld."

Subhuti, what do you think? M ay the Tathagata be per ceived by the thirty-two physical peculiarities of
an outstanding sage?

No, World-honored One, the Tathagata may not be per ceived by these thirty-two mar ks. Wher efor €?
Because the Tathagata has explained that the thirty-two marksare not really such; they are called "the
thirty-two marks."

Subhuiti, if on the one hand a good man or a good woman sacr ifices as many lives as the sand-gr ains of
the Ganges, and on the other hand anyone r eceives and r etains even only four lines of this Discour se,
and teaches and explainsthem to others, the merit of the latter will be the greater.

Section XIV. Perfect Peace Liesin Freedom from Char acteristic Distinctions
Upon the occasion of hearing this Discour se Subhuti had an interior realization of its meaning and was
moved to tears. Wher e upon he addr essed Buddha thus:

It isa most preciousthing, World-honored One, that you should deliver this supremely profound
Discour se. Never have | heard such an exposition since of old my eye of wisdom fir st opened.

World-honored One, if anyone listensto this Discour sein faith with a pure, lucid mind, he will there
upon conceive an idea of Fundamental Reality. We should know that such an one establishes the most
remar kable virtue.

World-honored One, such an idea of Fundamental Reality isnot, in fact,
adistinctive idea; ther efor e the Tathagata teaches: " Idea of Fundamental Reality” ismerely a name.

Wor ld-honored One, having listened to thisDiscour se, | receive and retain it with faith and

under standing. Thisisnot difficult for me, but in agesto come-in the last five hundred years, if there be
men coming to hear this Discour se who receive and retain it with faith and under standing, they will be
per sons of most remar kable achievement. Wher efor €? Because they will be free from the idea of an
ego-entity, free from theidea of a per sonality, free from the idea of a being, and free from the idea of a
separ ated individuality. And why? Because the distinguishing of an ego-entity iserroneous. Likewise
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the distinguishing of a personality, or a being, or a separated individuality is erroneous. Consequently
those who have left behind every phenomenal distinction are called Buddhasall.

Buddha said to Subhuti: Just asyou say! If anyone listensto this Discour se and is neither filled with
alarm nor dread, be it known that such an oneis of remar kable achievement. Wher efor e? Because,
Subhuti, the Tathagata teaches that the First Perfection, the Perfection of Charity, isnot, in fact, the
First Perfection: such ismerely a name.

Subhuti, the Tathagata teaches likewise that the perfection of Patience isnot the per fection of Patience:
such ismerely a name. Why s0? It isshown thus, Subhuti: When the Rajah of Kalinga mutilated my
body, | was at that time free from the idea of an ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, and a separ ated
individuality. Wher efor e? Because then when my limbs wer e cut away piece by piece, had | been bound
by the distinctions afor esaid, feelings of anger and hatred would have been ar oused within me.

Subhuti, | remember that long ago, sometime during my last past five hundred mortal lives, | wasan
ascetic practisng patience. Even then was| free from those distinctions of separ ated selfhood.

Ther efor e, Subhuti, Bodhisattvas should leave behind all phenomenal distinctions and awaken the
thought of the Consummation of I ncompar able Enlightenment by not allowing the mind to depend upon
notions evoked by the sensible wor ld-by not allowing the mind to depend upon notions evoked by
sounds, odour s, flavour s, touch-contactsor any qualities. The mind should be kept independent of any
thoughtswhich arise within it. If the mind depends upon anything it has no sure haven. Thisiswhy
Buddha teachesthat the mind of a Bodhisattva should not accept the appear ances of thingsasa basis
when exer cising charity.

Subhuti, as Bodhisattvas practise charity for the welfare of all living beingsthey should do it in this
manner. Just asthe Tathagata declaresthat characteristics are not characteristics, so He declar esthat
all living beings ar e not, in fact, living beings.

Subhuti, the Tathagata is He who declar esthat which istrue; He who declaresthat which is
fundamental; He who declar esthat which isultimate. He does not declar e that which isdeceitful, nor
that which is monstrous.

Subhuti, that Truth to which the Tathagata has attained is neither real nor unreal.

Subhuti, if a bodhisattva practises charity with mind attached to for mal notions he islike unto a man
groping sightlessin the gloom; but a Bodhisattva who practises charity with mind detached from any
formal notionsislike unto a man with open eyesin theradiant glory of the morning, to whom all kinds
of objectsare clearly visible.

Subhuiti, if ther e be good men and good women in futur e ages, ableto receive, read and recite this
Discoursein itsentirety, the Tathagata will clearly per ceive and recognize them by means of His
Buddha-knowledge; and each one of them will bring immeasur able and incalculable merit to fruition.

Section XV. The Incompar able Value of This Teaching

Subhuiti, if on the one hand, a good man or a good woman per formsin the mor ning as many charitable
acts of self-denial asthe sand-grains of the Ganges, and per for ms as many again in the noonday and as
many again in the evening, and continues so doing thr oughout numberless ages, and on the other hand,
anyone listensto this Discour se with heart of faith and without contention, the latter would be the more
blessed. But how can any comparison be made with one who writesit down, receivesit, retainsit, and
explainsit to other sl Subhuti, we can summarise the matter by saying that the full value of this
Discour se can neither be conceived nor estimated, nor can any limit be set to it.
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The Tathagata has declar ed thisteaching for the benefit of initiates of the Great Way; he hasdeclared it
for the benefit of initiates of the Supreme Way. Whosoever can receive and retain thisteaching, study it,
reciteit and spread it abroad will be clearly perceived and r ecognized by the Tathagata and will
achieve a perfection of merit beyond measurement or calculation-a perfection of merit unlimited and
inconceivable. In every case such an one will exemplify the Tathagata-Consummation of the

I ncompar able Enlightenment. Wher efor e? Because of doctrinesinvolving the conception of an
ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, or a separ ated individuality, are unable to accept, receive, study,
recite, and openly explain this Discour se.

Subhuti, in every place wher e this Discour se isto be found the whole r ealms of Gods, M en and Titans
should offer wor ship; for you must know that such a place is sanctified like a shrine, and should
properly be venerated by all with ceremonial obeisance and cir cumambulation and with offerings of
flower s and incense.

Section XVI. Purgation through Suffering the Retribution for Past Sins

Further mor e, Subhuti, if it be that good men and good women, who receive and retain this Discour se,
are downtrodden, their evil destiny isthe inevitableretributive result of sinscommitted in their past
mortal lives. By virtue of their present misfortunesthe reacting effects of their past will be ther eby
wor ked out, and they will be in a position to attain the Consummation of |ncompar able Enlightenment.

Subhuti, I remember the infinitely remote past befor e Dipankar a Buddha. Ther e wer e 84, 000 myriads
of multi-millions of Buddhas and to all these | made offerings; yes, all these | served without the least
trace of fault. Nevertheless, if anyoneisable to receive, retain, study, and recite this Discour se at the
end of the last 500-year period he will gain such a merit that mine in the service of all the Buddhas
could not be reckoned as one-hundr edth part of it, not even one-thousandth part of it, not even one
thousand myriad multi-millionth part of it-indeed, no such comparison ispossible.

Subhuti, if | fully detailed the merit gained by good men and good women coming to receive, retain,
study, and recite this Discour sein the last period, my hear er swould be filled with doubt and might
become disorder ed in mind, suspicious and unbelieving. You should know, Subhuti, that the significance
of this Discour se is beyond conception;likewise the fruit of itsrewar dsis beyond conception.

Section XVII. No One Attains Transcendental Wisdom

At that time Subhuti addressed Buddha, saying: World-honored One, if good men and good women seek
the Consummation of I ncompar able Enlightenment, by what criteria should they abide and how should
they control their thoughts?

Buddha replied to Subhuti: Good men and good women seeking the Consummation of Incompar able
Enlightenment must create thisresolved attitude of mind: | must liberate all living beings, yet when all
have been liberated, verily not any oneisliberated. Wher efore? If a Bodhisattva cherishesthe idea of an
ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, or a separ ated individuality, he is consequently not a Bodhisattva,
Subhuti. Thisisbecausein reality thereisno formula which givesrise to the Consummation of

I ncompar able Enlightenment?

Subhuti, what do you think? When the Tathagata waswith Dipankar a Buddha was ther e any for mula
for the attainment of the Consummation of I ncompar able Enlightenment?

No, World-honored One, as| under ssand Buddha's meaning, ther e was no for mula by which the
Tathagata attained the Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment.
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Buddha said: You areright, Subhuti! Verily ther e was no for mula by

which the Tathagata attained the Consummation of I ncompar able Enlightenment. Subhuti, had there
been any such for mula, Dipankara Buddha would not have predicted concer ning me: " In the ages of the
future you will come to be a Buddha called Shakyamuni” ; but Dipankara Buddha made that prediction
concer ning me because ther e isactually no formula for the attainment of the Consummation of
Incompar able Enlightenment. The reason herein isthat Tathagata isa signification implying all
formulas. In case anyone saysthat the Tathagata attained the Consummation of Incompar able
Enlightenment, | tell you truly, Subhuti, that there isno For mula by which the Buddha attained it.
Subhuti, the basis of Tathagata's attainment of the Consummation of | ncompar able

Enlightenment iswholly beyond; it isneither real nor unreal. Hence | say that the whole realm of
formulationsisnot really such, thereforeit is called " Realm of for mulations.” Subhuti, a comparison
may be made with the idea of a gigantic human frame.

Then Subhuti said: The World-honor ed One has declar ed that such isnot a great body; " a great body"
isjust the name given to it.

Subhuti, it isthe same concer ning Bodhisattvas. If a Bodhisattva announces: | will liberate all living
creatures, heisnot rightly called a Bodhisattva. Wher efor e? Because, Subhuti, thereisreally no such
condition asthat called Bodhisattvaship, because Buddha teachesthat all things ar e devoid of selfhood,
devoid of personality, devoid of entity, and devoid of separ ate individuality. Subhuti, if a Bodhisattva
announces: | will set forth majestic Buddha-lands one does not call him a Bodhisattva, because the
Tathagata has declar ed that the setting forth of majestic Buddha-landsisnot really such: "amajestic
setting forth” isjust the name given toit. Subhuti, Bodhisattvas who are wholly devoid of any
conception of separ ate selfhood ar e truthfully called Bodhisattvas.

Section XVII1. All Modes of mind are Really Only Mind
Subhuti, what do you think? Does the Tathagata possess the human eye?

Yes, Wor [d-honored One, He does.

WEell, do you think the Tathagata possessesthe divine eye?

Yes, World-honored One, He does.

And do you think the Tathagata possesses the gnostic eye?

Yes, Wor [d-honor ed One, He does.

And do you think the Tathagata possesses the eye of transcendent wisdom ?
Yes, World-honored One, He does.

And do you think the Tathagata possesses the Buddha-eye of omniscience?
Yes, Wor [d-honored One, He does.

Subhuti, what do you think? Concer ning the sand-gr ains of the Ganges, has the Buddha taught about
them?

Yes, Wor ld-honor ed One, the Tathagata has taught concer ning these grains.
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Well, Subhuti, if ther e wer e as many Gangesriver s asthe sand-gr ains of the Ganges and therewasa
Buddha-land for each sand-grain in all those Gangesrivers, would those Buddha-lands be many?

Subhuti replied: Many indeed, Wor [d-honored One!

Then Buddha said: Subhuti, however many living beingsthere arein all those Buddha lands, though
they have manifold modes of mind, the Tathagata under standsthem all. Wher efor e? Because the
Tathagata teachesthat all these are not Mind; they are merely called " mind" . Subhuti, it isimpossible
to retain past mind, impossible to hold on to present mind, and impossible to grasp future mind.

Section XIX. Absolute Reality isthe Only Foundation
Subhuti, what do you think? If anyone filled thr ee thousand gal axies of worldswith the seven treasures
and gave all away in giftsof alms, would he gain great merit?

Yes, indeed, Wor |d-honored One, He would gain great merit!

Subhuti, if such merit was Real, the Tathagata would not have declared it to be great, but becauseit is
without a foundation the Tathagata characterised it as" great” .

Section XX. The Unreality of Phenomenal Distinctions
Subhuti, what do you think? Can the Buddha be per ceived by His perfectly-for med body?

No, World-honored One, the Tathagata cannot be per ceived by His per fectly-for med body, because the
Tathagata teachesthat a per fectly-for med body isnot really such; it ismerely called " a per fectly
formed body" .

Subhuti, what do you think? Can the Tathagata be per ceived by means of any phenomenal
characteristic?

No, World-honored One, the Tathagata may not be per ceived by any phenomenal characteristic,
because the Tathagata teachesthat phenomenal characteristicsare not really such; they are merely
termed " phenomenal characteristics'.

Section XXI. Wor ds cannot express Tr uth.

That which Wor ds Expressisnot Truth. Subhuti, do not say that the Tathagata conceivestheidea: |
must set forth a Teaching. For if anyone saysthat the Tathagata setsforth a Teaching hereally danders
Buddha and isunable to explain what | teach. Asto any Truth-declaring system, Truth isundeclar able;
S0 "an enunciation of Truth" isjust the name given toit.

Ther eupon, Subhuti spoke these wor dsto Buddha: World-honored One, in the ages of the futur e will
ther e be men coming to hear a declar ation of this Teaching who will be inspired with belief?

And Buddha answer ed: Subhuti, those to whom you refer are neither living beings nor not-living beings.

Wher efore? Because " living beings', Subhuti, these " living beings' are not really such; they are just
called by that name.

Section XXII. It Cannot be Said That AnythingisAttainable
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Then Subhuti asked Buddha: World-honored One, in the attainment of the Consummation of
I ncompar able Enlightenment did Buddha make no acquisition whatsoever ?

Buddhareplied : Just so, Subhuti. Through the Consummation of | ncompar able Enlightenment |
acquired not even the least thing; whereforeit iscalled " Consummation of Incompar able
Enlightenment™ .

Section XXI11. The Practice of Good Wor ks Purifiesthe Mind

Further mor e, Subhuti, Thisisaltogether everywher e, without differentiation or degr ee; whereforeit is
called " Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment” . It isstraightly attained by freedom from
separ ate per sonal selfhood and by cultivating all kinds of goodness.

Subhuti, though we speak of " goodness’ the Tathagata declar esthat thereisno goodness, such is

mer ely a name.

Section XXIV. The Incomparable Merit of This Teaching

Subhuti, if ther e be one who gives away in gifts of alms a mass of the seven treasur es equal in extent to
as many mighty M ount Sumer us as ther e would be in three thousand galaxies of worlds, and if three be
another who selects even only four lines from this Discour se upon the Perfection of Transcendental
Wisdom, receiving and retaining them, and clearly expounding them to others, the merit of the latter
will be so far greater than that of the former that no conceivable comparison can be made between
them.

Section XXV. The Illlusion of Ego

Subhuti, what do you think? L et no one say the Tathagata cherishestheidea: | must liberate all living
beings. Allow no such thought, Subhuti. Wher efor e? Because in reality there are no living beingsto be
liber ated by the Tathagata. If there wer e living beingsfor the Tathagata to liber ate, He would partake
in the idea of selfhood, per sonality entity, and separ ate individuality.

Subhuti, though the common people accept egoity asreal, the Tathagata declar esthat ego is not
different from non-ego. Subhuti, whom the Tathagata referred to as" common people" arenot really
common people; such ismerely a name.

Section XXVI. The Body of Truth hasno Marks
Subhuti, what do you think ? M ay the Tathagata be per ceived by the thirty-two marks of a great man?

Subhuti answer ed: Yes, certainly the Tathagata may be per ceived ther eby.

Then Buddha said: Subhuti, if the Tathagata may be per ceived by such marksany great imperial ruler
isthe same asthe Tathagata.

Subhuti then said to Buddha: World-honored One, as| under stand the meaning of Buddha'swordsthe
Tathagata may not be per ceived by the thirty-two marks. Wher eupon the Wor Id-honor ed One uttered
thisverse:

Who sees M e by form,

Who seeksMein sound,
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Perverted ar e hisfootsteps upon the Way;

For he cannot per ceive the Tathagata.

Section XXVII. It isErroneousto Affirm that All Thingsare Ever Extinguished

Subhuti, if you should conceive the idea that the Tathagata attained the Consummation of Incompar able
Enlightenment by reason of His per fect form, do not countenance such thoughts. The Tathagata's
attainment was not by reason of His perfect form. On the other hand, Subhuti, if you should conceive
the idea that anyone in whom dawns the Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment declar esthat
all manifest standards ar e ended and extinguished, do not countenance such thoughts. Wher efor e?
Because the man in whom the Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment dawns does not affirm
concer ning any formula that it isfinally extinguished.

Section XXVI11. Attachment to Rewards of Merit

Subhuti, if one Bodhisattva bestowsin charity sufficient of the seven treasuresto fill as many worldsas
there be sand-grainsin theriver Ganges, and another, realizing that all things ar e egoless, attains

per fection through patient for bear ance, the merit of the latter will far exceed that of the former. Why is
this, Subhuti? It isbecause all Bodhisattvas ar e insentient asto the rewar ds of merit.

Then Subhuti said to Buddha: What isthis saying, World-honored One, that Bodhisattvas ar e insentient
asto rewards of merit? And Buddha answer ed: Subhuti, Bodhisattvas who achieve merit should not be
fettered with desire for rewards. Thusit issaid that rewar ds of merit are not received.

Section XXIX. Perfect Tranquillity

Subhuti, if anyone should say that the Tathagata comesor goesor sitsor reclines, he failsto under stand
my teaching Why? Because TATHAGATA hasneither whence nor whither, thereforeisHe called

" Tathagata" .

Section XXX. Theintegral Principle
Subhuti, if a good man or a good woman ground an infinite number of galaxies of worldsto dust, would
the r esulting minute par ticles be many?

Subhuti replied: Many indeed, Wor |d-honor ed One! Wher efor €? Because if such werereally minute
particles Buddha would not have spoken of them as minute particles. For asto this, Buddha has
declared that they are not really such. "Minute particles' isjust the name given to them. Also, World-
honored One, when the Tathagata speaks of galaxies of wor ldsthese ar e not wor lds; for if reality could
be predicted of aworld it would be a self-existent cosmos and the Tathagata teachesthat thereisreally
no such thing. " Cosmos" is mer ely a figur e of speech.

Then Buddha said: Subhuti, wor ds cannot explain thereal nature of a cosmos. Only common people
fettered with desire make use of thisarbitrary method.

Section XXXI. Conventional Truth Should be Cut Off
Subhuiti, if anyone should say that Buddha declar es any conception of egoity do you consider he would
under stand my teaching aright?
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No, World-honored One, such a man would not have any sound under standing of the Tathagata's
teaching, because the Wor |d-honor ed One declar es that notions of selfhood, per sonality, entity and
separ ate individuality, asreally existing, ar e erroneous-these ter ms ar e mer ely figur es of speech.

Ther eupon Buddha said: Subhuti, those who aspir e to the Consummation of |ncompar able
Enlightenment should recognize and under stand all varieties of thingsin the same way and cut off the
arising of views which ar e mer e aspects. Subhuti, asregar ds aspects, the Tathagata declaresthat in
reality they are not such. They are called " aspects'.

Section XXXII. The Delusion of Appear ances

Subhuti, someone might fill innumer able worldswith the seven treasur es and give all away in gifts of
alms, but if any good man or any good woman awakensthe thought of Enlightenment and takes even
only four linesfrom this Discour se, reciting, using, receiving, r etaining and spreading them abr oad and
explaining them for the benefit of others, it will be far more meritorious. Now in what manner may he
explain them to other s? By detachment from appear ances-abiding in Real Truth. -So | tell you-

Thus shall you think of all thisfleeting world:
A star at dawn, a bubblein a stream;

A flash of lightening in a summer cloud,

A flickering lamp, a phantom, and a dream.

When Buddha finished this Discour se the vener able Subhuti, together with the bhikshus, bhikshunis,
lay-brothersand sister s, and the whole realms of Gods, Men and Titans, wer e filled with joy by His
teaching, and, taking it sincer ely to heart they went their ways.

THE END

Diamond Cutter Sutra
Trandation from The DaeJang Gyong Resear ch Institute of Haein-sa M onastery, K or ea.
Edited by Richard St. Clair

Section |. The convocation of the assembly

Thushave | heard. upon a time Buddha sojour ned in Anathapindika's park by Shravasti with a great
company of bhikshus, even twelve hundred and fifty. One day, at the time for breaking fast, the wor |d-
honor ed enrobed, and carrying hisbowl made hisway into the great city of Shravasti to beg for his
food. In the midst of the city, he begged from door to door according to rule. Thisdone, hereturned to
hisretreat and took hismeal. When he had finished he put away hisrobe and begging bowl, washed his
feet, arranged his seat, and sat down.

Section |1. Subhuti makes arequest

Now in the midst of the assembly was the vener able Subhuti. Forthwith he ar ose, uncover ed hisright
shoulder, knelt upon hisright knee, and, respectfully raising his handswith palmsjoined, addr essed
Buddha thus: world-honored one, it ismost precious How mindful the Tathagata isof all the
bodhisattvas, protecting and instructing them so well! wor ld-honor ed one, if good men and good women
seek the consummation of incompar able enlightenment, by what criteria should they abide and how
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should they control their thoughts?

Buddha said : very good, Subhuti! just asyou say, the tathagatha is ever-mindful of all the bodhisattvas,
protecting and instructing them well. Now listen and take my wordsto heart: | will declare to you by
what criteria good men and good women seeking the consummation of incompar able enlightenment
should abide, and how they should control their thoughts.

Said Subhuti: Pray, do, world-honor ed one. With joyful anticipation we long to hear.

Section |11. Thereal teaching of the great way

Buddha said: Subhuti, all the bodhisattva-her oes should discipline their thoughts asfollows: All living
creatur es of whatever class, bor n from eggs, from wombs, from moisture, or by transfor mation, whether
with form or without form, whether in a state of thinking or exempt from thought-necessity, or wholly
beyond all thought realms-all these ar e caused by me to attain unbounded liberation nirvana. yet when
vast, uncountable, immeasur able number s of beings have thus been liber ated, verily no being has been
liberated. Why isthis, Subhuti? it isbecause no bodhisattva who isa real bodhisattva cherishestheidea
of an ego-entity, a personality, a being, or a separ ated individuality.

Section V. Even the most beneficent practicesarerelative

Further mor e, Subhuti, in the practice of charity a bodhisattva should be detached. That isto say, he
should practise charity without regard to appear ances; without regard to sound, odour, touch, flavour
or any quality. Subhuti, thus should the bodhisattva practise charity without attachment. Wher efore? in
such a case hismerit isincalculable.

Subhuti, what do you think? can you measur e all the space extending eastwar d?
No, World-honored one, I cannot.

Then can you, Subhuti, measur e all the space extending southwar d, westwar d, northwar d, or in any
other direction, including nadir and zenith?

No, wor ld-honor ed one, | cannot.

Well, Subhuti, equally incalculable isthe merit of the bodhisattva who practises charity without any
attachment to appear ances. Subhuti, bodhisattvas should per sever e one-pointedly in thisinstruction.

Section V. Under standing the ultimate principle of reality
Subhuti, what do you think? Isthe Tathagata to be recognized by some material characteristic?

No, wor ld-honor ed one; the Tathagata cannot be recognized by any material char acteristic. Wher efor e?
because the Tathagata has said that material characteristicsare not, in fact, material characteristics.

Buddha said: Subhuti, wheresoever are material characteristicsthereisdelusion; but who so per ceives
that all characteristicsarein fact no-char acteristics, per ceives the Tathagata.

Section VI. Rareistrue faith
Subhuti said to Buddha: WorId-honor ed one, will ther e always be men who will truly believe after
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coming to hear these teachings?

Buddha answer ed: Subhuti, do not utter such wor ds! At the end of the last five-hundred-year period
following the passing of the Tathagata, ther e will be self-controlled men, rooted in merit, coming to hear
these teachings, who will be inspired with belief. But you should realize that such men have not
strengthened their root of merit under just one Buddha, or two Buddhas, or three, or four, or five
Buddhas, but under countless Buddhas; and their merit isof every kind. Such men, coming to hear these
teachings, will have an immediate uprising of pur e faith, Subhuti; and the Tathagata will recognize
them. Yes, he will clearly per ceive all these of pure heart, and the magnitude of their mor al excellences.
Wher efore? It is because such men will not fall back to cherishing the idea of an ego-entity, a

per sonality, a being, or a separated individuality. They will neither fall back to cherishing the idea of
things as having intrinsic qualities, nor even of things asdevoid of intrinsic qualities. Wher efor ?
Because if such men allowed their mindsto grasp and hold on to anything they would be cherishing the
idea of an ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, or a separ ated individuality; and if they grasped and held
on to the notion of things as having intrinsic qualities they would be cherishing the idea of an ego-entity,
a personality, a being, or a separated individuality. likewise, if they grasped and held on to the notion of
thingsasdevoid of intrinsic qualitiesthey would be cherishing the idea of an ego-entity, a per sonality, a
being, or a separated individuality. So you should not be attached to things as being possessed of, or
devoid of, intrinsic qualities. Thisisthe reason why the Tathagata alwaysteachesthis saying: my
teaching of the good law isto belikened unto a r aft. The Buddha-teaching must be relinquished; how
much mor e so misteaching!

Section VII. Great Ones, Perfect Beyond L ear ning, Utter no Wor ds of Teaching
Subhuti, what do you think? Hasthe Tathagata attained the Consummation of I ncompar able
Enlightenment? Hasthe Tathagata a teaching to enunciate?

Subhuti answer ed: Asl understand Buddha's meaning ther e is no for mulation of truth called
Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment. M or eover, the Tathagata has no for mulated teaching to
enunciate. Wher efor e? Because the Tathagata has said that truth isuncontainable and inexpressible. It
neither isnor isit not. Thusit isthat thisunformulated Principleisthe foundation of the differ ent
systems of all the sages.

Section VIII. The Fruitsof Meritorious Action
Subhuti, what do you think? If anyone filled thr ee thousand gal axies of worldswith the seven treasures
and gave all away in gifts of alms, would he gain great merit?

Subhuti said: Great indeed, World-honored One! Wher efor e? Because merit partakes of the char acter
of no-merit, the Tathagata char acterized the merit asgreat.

Then Buddha said: On the other hand, if anyone received and r etained even only four linesof this
Discour se and taught and explained them to other s, hismerit would be the greater. Wher efor e?
Because, Subhuti, from this Discour se issue forth all the Buddhas and the Consummation of

Incompar able Enlightenment teachings of all the Buddhas. Subhuti, what iscalled " the Religion given
by Buddha" isnot, in fact, Buddha-Religion.

Section I X. Real Designation isUndesignate
Subhuti, what do you think? Does a disciple who has enter ed the Stream of the Holy Life say within
himself:
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Subhuti said : No, World-honor ed One. Wher efor e? Because " stream-entrant” ismerely a name. There
isno stream-entering. The disciple who pays no regard to form, sound, odour, taste, touch, or any
quality, iscalled a Stream-entr ant.

Subhuti, what do you think? Does an adept who is subject to only one morerebirth say within himself: |
obtain the fruit of a Once-to-be-reborn?

Subhuti said: No, Wor Id-honor ed one. Wher efor e? Because " Once-to-be-reborn” ismerely a name.
Thereisno passing away nor coming into existence. The adept who realizesthisiscalled " Once-to-be-
reborn.”

Subhuti, what do you think? Does a vener able one who will never mor e be reborn asa mortal say within
himself: | obtain the fruit of a Non-retur ner?

Subhuti said: No, Wor ld-honor ed One. Wher efor e? Because " Non-returner" ismerely aname. Thereis
no non-r etur ning; hence the designation " Non-r etur ner."

Subhuti, what do you think? Does a holy one say within himself: | have obtained Perfective
Enlightenment?

Subhuti said: No, Wor |d-honored One. Wher efor e? Because there isno such condition asthat called

" Per fective Enlightenment™ Wor ld-honor ed One, if a holy one of Per fective Enlightenment said to
himself "such am |, " he would necessarily partake of the idea of an ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, or
a separ ated individuality.

Wor ld-honor ed One, when the Buddha declaresthat | excel amongst holy men in the Yoga of per fect
quiescence, in dwelling in seclusion, and in freedom from passions, | do not say within myself: | am a
holy one of Perfective Enlightenment, fr ee from passions. World-honor ed One, if | said within myself:
Such am I; you would not declare: Subhuti finds happiness abiding in peace, in seclusion in the midst of
the forest. Thisisbecause Subhuti abides no wher e: therefore heiscalled, " Subhuti, Joyful-Abider-
in-Peace, Dweller-in-Seclusion-in-the-Forest."

Section X. Setting Forth Pure Lands
Buddha said: Subhuti, what do you think? In the remote past when the Tathagata was with Dipankara
Buddha, did he have any degr ee of attainment in the Good L aw?

No, World-honored One. When the Tathagata was with Dipankara Buddha he had no degr ee of
attainment in the Good L aw.

Subhuti, what do you think? Does a Bodhisattva set forth any majestic Buddha-lands?

No, World-honored One. Wher efor e? Because setting forth majestic Buddha-landsisnot a majestic
setting forth;thisis merely name.

Then Buddha continued: Therefor e, Subhuti, all Bodhisattvas, lesser and great, should develop a pure,
lucid mind, not depending upon sound, flavour, touch, odour or any quality. A Bodhisattva should
develop a mind which alights upon no thing whatsoever ; and so should he establish it. Subhuti, this may
be likened to a human frame aslar ge as the mighty M ount Sumeru. What do you think? Would such a
body be great?

Subhuti replied: Great indeed, Wor |d-honor ed One. Thisis because Buddha has explained that no body
iscalled a great body.
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Section XI. The superiority of Unformulated Truth
Subhuti, if ther e wer e as many Gangesriver s asthe sand-grains of the Ganges, would the sand-gr ains of
them all be many?

Subhuti said: Many indeed, World-honored One! Even the Gangesriver swould be innumer able; how
much mor e so would be their sand-grains?

Subhuti, | will declare atruth to you. If a good man or good woman filled thr ee thousand galaxies of
wor ldswith the seven treasuresfor each sand-grain in all those Gangesrivers, and gave all away in gifts
of alms, would he gain great merit?

Subhuti answer ed: Great indeed, Wor ld-honored Onel

Then Buddha declared: Nevertheless, Subhuti, If a good man or good woman studiesthis Discour se only
so far asto receive and retain four lines, and teaches and explainsthem to others, the consequent merit
would befar greater.

Section XI1. Veneration of the True Doctrine

Further mor e, Subhuti, you should know that wher esoever this Discour seisproclaimed, by even so little
asfour lines, that place should be vener ated by the whole realms of Gods, M en and Titans, asthough it
wer e a Buddha-shrine. How much moreisthisso in the case of one who isableto receive and retain the
whole and read and recite it throughout! Subhuti, you should know that such an one attainsthe highest
and most wonder ful truth. Wher esoever this sacred discour se may be found ther e should you comport
your self asthough in the presence of Buddha and discipleswor thy of honour.

Section XI11. How this Teaching should be Received and Retained
At that time Subhuti addressed Buddha, saying. Wor Id-honor ed One, by what name should this
Discour se be known, and how should we receive and retain it?

Buddha answer ed: Subhuti, this Discour se should be known as" The Diamond of the Per fection of
Transcendental Wisdom" - thus should you receive and retain it. Subhuti, what isthe reason herein?
Accor ding to the Buddha-teaching the Per fection of Transcendental Wisdom isnot really such.

" Perfection of Transcendental wisdom” isjust the name given toit. Subhuti, what do you think? Hasthe
Tathagata a teaching to enunciate?

Subhuti replied to Buddha: World-honor ed One, the Tathagata has nothing to teach.

Subhuti, what do you think? Would ther e be many moleculesin the composition of three thousand
galaxies of wor |ds?

Subhuti said: M any, indeed, Wor Id-honor ed One! Subhuti, the Tathagata declaresthat all these
moleculesarenot really such; they are called " molecules.” [Furthermore,] the Tathagata declar esthat
aworldisnot really aworld; it iscalled "aworld."

Subhuti, what do you think? M ay the Tathagata be per ceived by the thirty-two physical peculiarities of
an outstanding sage?

No, World-honored One, the Tathagata may not be per ceived by these thirty-two mar ks. Wher efor €?
Because the Tathagata has explained that the thirty-two marksare not really such; they are called "the

07/07/13 13:55


http://www.tantra.co.nz/spirituallibrary/diamondsutra.htm

Diamond Cutter Sutra http://www.tantra.co.nz/spiritual library/diamondsutra.htrr

17 of 24

thirty-two marks."

Subhuiti, if on the one hand a good man or a good woman sacr ifices as many lives as the sand-gr ains of
the Ganges, and on the other hand anyone r eceives and r etains even only four lines of this Discour se,
and teaches and explainsthem to others, the merit of the latter will be the greater.

Section XIV. Perfect Peace Liesin Freedom from Char acteristic Distinctions
Upon the occasion of hearing this Discour se Subhuti had an interior realization of its meaning and was
moved to tears. Wher e upon he addr essed Buddha thus:

It isa most preciousthing, World-honored One, that you should deliver this supremely profound
Discour se. Never have | heard such an exposition since of old my eye of wisdom fir st opened.

World-honored One, if anyone listensto this Discour sein faith with a pure, lucid mind, he will there
upon conceive an idea of Fundamental Reality. We should know that such an one establishesthe most
remar kable virtue.

World-honored One, such an idea of Fundamental Reality isnot, in fact,
adigtinctive idea; ther efor e the Tathagata teaches: " Idea of Fundamental Reality" ismerely a name.

Wor ld-honored One, having listened to thisDiscour se, | receive and retain it with faith and

under standing. Thisisnot difficult for me, but in agesto come-in the last five hundred years, if there be
men coming to hear this Discour se who receive and retain it with faith and under standing, they will be
per sons of most remar kable achievement. Wher efor e? Because they will be free from the idea of an
ego-entity, free from the idea of a per sonality, free from the idea of a being, and free from the idea of a
separ ated individuality. And why? Because the distinguishing of an ego-entity iserroneous. Likewise
the distinguishing of a per sonality, or a being, or a separated individuality is erroneous. Consequently
those who have left behind every phenomenal distinction are called Buddhasall.

Buddha said to Subhuti: Just asyou say! If anyone listensto this Discour se and is neither filled with
alarm nor dread, be it known that such an oneis of remar kable achievement. Wher efor e? Because,
Subhuti, the Tathagata teachesthat the Fir st Perfection, the Per fection of Charity, isnot, in fact, the
First Perfection: such ismerely a name.

Subhuti, the Tathagata teaches likewise that the perfection of Patience isnot the per fection of Patience:
such ismerely a name. Why s0? It isshown thus, Subhuti: When the Rajah of Kalinga mutilated my
body, | was at that time free from the idea of an ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, and a separ ated
individuality. Wher efor e? Because then when my limbs wer e cut away piece by piece, had | been bound
by the distinctions afor esaid, feelings of anger and hatred would have been ar oused within me.

Subhuti, I remember that long ago, sometime during my last past five hundred mortal lives, | wasan
ascetic practising patience. Even then wasl| free from those distinctions of separated selfhood.

Ther efor e, Subhuti, Bodhisattvas should leave behind all phenomenal distinctions and awaken the
thought of the Consummation of I ncompar able Enlightenment by not allowing the mind to depend upon
notions evoked by the sensible wor ld-by not allowing the mind to depend upon notions evoked by
sounds, odour s, flavour s, touch-contactsor any qualities. The mind should be kept independent of any
thoughtswhich arise within it. If the mind depends upon anything it has no sure haven. Thisiswhy
Buddha teachesthat the mind of a Bodhisattva should not accept the appear ances of thingsasa basis
when exer cising charity.

Subhuti, as Bodhisattvas practise charity for the welfar e of all living beingsthey should doit in this
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manner. Just asthe Tathagata declaresthat characteristicsare not characteristics, so He declar esthat
all living beingsare not, in fact, living beings.

Subhuti, the Tathagata is He who declar esthat which istrue; He who declaresthat which is
fundamental; He who declar esthat which isultimate. He does not declar e that which is deceitful, nor
that which is monstrous.

Subhuti, that Truth to which the Tathagata has attained isneither real nor unreal.

Subhuti, if a bodhisattva practises charity with mind attached to formal notionsheislike unto a man
groping sightlessin the gloom; but a Bodhisattva who practises charity with mind detached from any
formal notionsislike unto a man with open eyesin the radiant glory of the morning, to whom all kinds
of objectsareclearly visible.

Subhuiti, if ther e be good men and good women in futur e ages, ableto receive, read and recite this
Discoursein itsentir ety, the Tathagata will clearly per ceive and recognize them by means of His
Buddha-knowledge; and each one of them will bring immeasur able and incalculable merit to fruition.

Section XV. The Incompar able Value of This Teaching

Subhuiti, if on the one hand, a good man or a good woman per formsin the mor ning as many charitable
acts of self-denial asthe sand-grains of the Ganges, and per for ms as many again in the noonday and as
many again in the evening, and continues so doing thr oughout numberless ages, and on the other hand,
anyone listensto this Discour se with heart of faith and without contention, the latter would be the more
blessed. But how can any comparison be made with one who writesit down, receivesit, retainsit, and
explainsit to other sl Subhuti, we can summarise the matter by saying that the full value of this
Discour se can neither be conceived nor estimated, nor can any limit be set to it.

The Tathagata has declar ed thisteaching for the benefit of initiates of the Great Way; he hasdeclared it
for the benefit of initiates of the Supreme Way. Whosoever can receive and retain thisteaching, study it,
reciteit and spread it abroad will be clearly perceived and r ecognized by the Tathagata and will
achieve a perfection of merit beyond measur ement or calculation-a per fection of merit unlimited and
inconceivable. In every case such an one will exemplify the Tathagata-Consummation of the

Incompar able Enlightenment. Wher efor e? Because of doctrinesinvolving the conception of an
ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, or a separ ated individuality, are unable to accept, receive, study,
recite, and openly explain this Discour se.

Subhuti, in every place wher e this Discour seisto be found the whole realms of Gods, M en and Titans
should offer wor ship; for you must know that such a place is sanctified like a shrine, and should
properly be venerated by all with ceremonial obeisance and cir cumambulation and with offerings of
flowersand incense.

Section XVI. Purgation through Suffering the Retribution for Past Sins

Furthermor e, Subhuti, if it be that good men and good women, who receive and retain this Discour se,
are downtrodden, their evil destiny isthe inevitable retributive result of snscommitted in their past
mortal lives. By virtue of their present misfortunesthe reacting effects of their past will be ther eby
wor ked out, and they will be in a position to attain the Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment.

Subhuti, | remember the infinitely remote past befor e Dipankar a Buddha. Ther e wer e 84, 000 myriads

of multi-millions of Buddhas and to all these | made offerings, yes, all these | served without the least
trace of fault. Nevertheless, if anyoneisableto receive, retain, study, and recite this Discour se at the

07/07/13 13:55


http://www.tantra.co.nz/spirituallibrary/diamondsutra.htm

Diamond Cutter Sutra http://www.tantra.co.nz/spiritual library/diamondsutra.htrr

19 of 24

end of the last 500-year period he will gain such a merit that minein the service of all the Buddhas
could not be reckoned as one-hundredth part of it, not even one-thousandth part of it, not even one
thousand myriad multi-millionth part of it-indeed, no such comparison ispossble.

Subhuiti, if | fully detailed the merit gained by good men and good women coming to receive, retain,
study, and recite this Discoursein the last period, my hearer swould be filled with doubt and might
become disorder ed in mind, suspicious and unbelieving. You should know, Subhuti, that the significance
of this Discour seisbeyond conception;likewise the fruit of itsrewardsis beyond conception.

Section XVII. No One Attains Transcendental Wisdom

At that time Subhuti addressed Buddha, saying: Wor ld-honored One, if good men and good women seek
the Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment, by what criteria should they abide and how should
they control their thoughts?

Buddhareplied to Subhuti: Good men and good women seeking the Consummation of Incompar able
Enlightenment must create thisresolved attitude of mind: | mugt liberate all living beings, yet when all
have been liber ated, verily not any oneisliber ated. Wher efor e? If a Bodhisattva cherishesthe idea of an
ego-entity, a per sonality, a being, or a separ ated individuality, he is consequently not a Bodhisattva,
Subhuti. Thisisbecausein reality thereisno formula which givesrise to the Consummation of

Incompar able Enlightenment?

Subhuti, what do you think? When the Tathagata waswith Dipankar a Buddha was ther e any for mula
for the attainment of the Consummation of I ncompar able Enlightenment?

No, World-honored One, as| under ssand Buddha's meaning, ther e was no for mula by which the
Tathagata attained the Consummation of |ncompar able Enlightenment.

Buddha said: You areright, Subhuti! Verily ther e was no for mula by

which the Tathagata attained the Consummation of I ncompar able Enlightenment. Subhuti, had there
been any such for mula, Dipankara Buddha would not have predicted concer ning me: " In the ages of the
future you will come to be a Buddha called Shakyamuni” ; but Dipankara Buddha made that prediction
concer ning me because ther e isactually no formula for the attainment of the Consummation of

I ncompar able Enlightenment. The reason herein isthat Tathagata isa signification implying all
formulas. In case anyone saysthat the Tathagata attained the Consummation of |ncompar able
Enlightenment, | tell you truly, Subhuti, that there isno For mula by which the Buddha attained it.
Subhuti, the basis of Tathagata's attainment of the Consummation of Incompar able

Enlightenment iswholly beyond; it isneither real nor unreal. Hence | say that the whole realm of
formulationsisnot really such, thereforeit iscalled " Realm of formulations." Subhuti, a comparison
may be made with the idea of a gigantic human frame.

Then Subhuti said: The World-honor ed One has declar ed that such isnot a great body; " a great body"
isjust the name given to it.

Subhuiti, it isthe same concer ning Bodhisattvas. I f a Bodhisattva announces. | will liberate all living
creatures, heisnot rightly called a Bodhisattva. Wher efor e? Because, Subhuti, thereisreally no such
condition asthat called Bodhisattvaship, because Buddha teachesthat all thingsare devoid of selfhood,
devoid of personality, devoid of entity, and devoid of separ ate individuality. Subhuti, if a Bodhisattva
announces: | will set forth majestic Buddha-lands one does not call him a Bodhisattva, because the
Tathagata has declar ed that the setting for th of majestic Buddha-landsisnot really such: "a majestic
setting forth" isjust the name given toit. Subhuti, Bodhisattvas who are wholly devoid of any
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conception of separ ate selfhood ar e truthfully called Bodhisattvas.

Section XVIII. All M odes of mind are Really Only Mind
Subhuti, what do you think? Doesthe Tathagata possess the human eye?

Yes, World-honored One, He does.

WEell, do you think the Tathagata possessesthe divine eye?

Yes, Wor [d-honor ed One, He does.

And do you think the Tathagata possesses the gnostic eye?

Yes, World-honored One, He does.

And do you think the Tathagata possesses the eye of transcendent wisdom ?
Yes, Wor [d-honored One, He does.

And do you think the Tathagata possesses the Buddha-eye of omniscience?
Yes, World-honored One, He does.

Subhuti, what do you think? Concer ning the sand-gr ains of the Ganges, has the Buddha taught about
them?

Yes, Wor ld-honor ed One, the Tathagata has taught concer ning these grains.

Well, Subhuti, if ther e wer e as many Gangesriver s asthe sand-gr ains of the Ganges and therewasa
Buddha-land for each sand-grain in all those Gangesrivers, would those Buddha-lands be many?

Subhuti replied: Many indeed, Wor [d-honored One!

Then Buddha said: Subhuti, however many living beingsthere arein all those Buddha lands, though
they have manifold modes of mind, the Tathagata under standsthem all. Wher efor e? Because the
Tathagata teachesthat all these are not Mind; they are merely called " mind" . Subhuti, it isimpossible
to retain past mind, impossible to hold on to present mind, and impossible to grasp future mind.

Section XIX. Absolute Reality isthe Only Foundation
Subhuti, what do you think? If anyone filled thr ee thousand gal axies of worldswith the seven treasures
and gave all away in giftsof alms, would he gain great merit?

Yes, indeed, Wor ld-honored One, He would gain great merit!

Subhuti, if such merit was Real, the Tathagata would not have declared it to be great, but becauseit is
without a foundation the Tathagata characterised it as" great” .

Section XX. The Unreality of Phenomenal Distinctions
Subhuti, what do you think? Can the Buddha be per ceived by His perfectly-for med body?
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No, World-honored One, the Tathagata cannot be per ceived by His perfectly-for med body, because the
Tathagata teachesthat a perfectly-for med body isnot really such; it ismerely called " a per fectly
formed body" .

Subhuti, what do you think? Can the Tathagata be per ceived by means of any phenomenal
characteristic?

No, World-honored One, the Tathagata may not be per ceived by any phenomenal characteristic,
because the Tathagata teaches that phenomenal characteristicsare not really such; they are merely
termed " phenomenal characteristics'.

Section XXI. Wor ds cannot express Tr uth.

That which Wor ds Expressisnot Truth. Subhuti, do not say that the Tathagata conceivestheidea: |
must set forth a Teaching. For if anyone saysthat the Tathagata setsforth a Teaching hereally anders
Buddha and isunable to explain what | teach. Asto any Truth-declaring system, Truth isundeclarable;
s0 " an enunciation of Truth” isjust the name given toiit.

Ther eupon, Subhuti spoke these wor dsto Buddha: World-honored One, in the ages of the futur e will
ther e be men coming to hear a declar ation of this Teaching who will be inspired with belief?

And Buddha answer ed: Subhuti, those to whom you refer are neither living beings nor not-living beings.
Wher efore? Because " living beings' , Subhuti, these " living beings' are not really such; they are just
called by that name.

Section XXI1. It Cannot be Said That Anything is Attainable
Then Subhuti asked Buddha: World-honored One, in the attainment of the Consummation of
Incompar able Enlightenment did Buddha make no acquisition whatsoever ?

Buddhareplied : Just so, Subhuti. Through the Consummation of | ncompar able Enlightenment |
acquired not even the least thing; whereforeit iscalled " Consummation of Incompar able
Enlightenment” .

Section XXI11. The Practice of Good Wor ks PurifiestheMind

Furthermor e, Subhuti, Thisisaltogether everywher e, without differ entiation or degree; whereforeit is
called " Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment” . It isstraightly attained by freedom from
separ ate per sonal selfhood and by cultivating all kinds of goodness.

Subhuti, though we speak of " goodness’ the Tathagata declar esthat thereisno goodness; such is

mer ely a name.

Section XXIV. The Incomparable Merit of This Teaching

Subhuiti, if ther e be one who gives away in gifts of alms a mass of the seven treasur es equal in extent to
as many mighty M ount Sumer us as ther e would be in three thousand galaxies of worlds, and if three be
another who selects even only four lines from this Discour se upon the Perfection of Transcendental
Wisdom, receiving and retaining them, and clearly expounding them to others, the merit of the latter
will be so far greater than that of the former that no conceivable comparison can be made between
them.
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Section XXV. The Illlusion of Ego

Subhuti, what do you think? L et no one say the Tathagata cherishestheidea: | must liberate all living
beings. Allow no such thought, Subhuti. Wher efor e? Because in reality there are no living beingsto be
liber ated by the Tathagata. If there wer e living beingsfor the Tathagata to liber ate, He would partake
in the idea of selfhood, per sonality entity, and separ ate individuality.

Subhuti, though the common people accept egoity asreal, the Tathagata declar esthat ego is not
differ ent from non-ego. Subhuti, whom the Tathagata referred to as" common people" are not really
common people; such ismerely a name.

Section XXVI. The Body of Truth hasno Marks
Subhuti, what do you think ? M ay the Tathagata be per ceived by the thirty-two marks of a great man?

Subhuti answer ed: Yes, certainly the Tathagata may be per ceived ther eby.

Then Buddha said: Subhuti, if the Tathagata may be per ceived by such marksany great imperial ruler
isthe same asthe Tathagata.

Subhuti then said to Buddha: WorId-honored One, as| under stand the meaning of Buddha'swordsthe
Tathagata may not be per ceived by the thirty-two marks. Wher eupon the Wor ld-honor ed One utter ed
thisverse:

Who sees M e by form,
Who seeksMein sound,
Perverted ar e hisfootsteps upon the Way;

For he cannot per ceive the Tathagata.

Section XXVII. It isErroneousto Affirm that All Thingsare Ever Extinguished

Subhuiti, if you should conceive the idea that the Tathagata attained the Consummation of Incompar able
Enlightenment by reason of His per fect form, do not countenance such thoughts. The Tathagata's
attainment was not by reason of His per fect form. On the other hand, Subhuti, if you should conceive
the idea that anyone in whom dawns the Consummation of |ncompar able Enlightenment declar esthat
all manifest standards ar e ended and extinguished, do not countenance such thoughts. Wher efor e?
Because the man in whom the Consummation of Incompar able Enlightenment dawns does not affirm
concer ning any formula that it isfinally extinguished.

Section XXVI11. Attachment to Rewards of Merit

Subhuti, if one Bodhisattva bestowsin charity sufficient of the seven treasuresto fill as many worlds as
there be sand-grainsin theriver Ganges, and another, realizing that all things ar e egoless, attains

per fection through patient for bear ance, the merit of the latter will far exceed that of the former. Why is
this, Subhuti? It isbecause all Bodhisattvas ar e insentient asto the rewar ds of merit.

Then Subhuti said to Buddha: What isthis saying, World-honored One, that Bodhisattvas ar e insentient
asto rewar ds of merit? And Buddha answer ed: Subhuti, Bodhisattvas who achieve merit should not be
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fettered with desire for rewards. Thusit issaid that r ewar ds of merit are not received.

Section XXIX. Perfect Tranquillity

Subhuti, if anyone should say that the Tathagata comesor goesor sitsor reclines, he failsto under stand
my teaching Why? Because TATHAGATA has neither whence nor whither, thereforeisHe called

" Tathagata" .

Section XXX. Theintegral Principle
Subhuiti, if a good man or a good woman ground an infinite number of galaxies of worldsto dust, would
the resulting minute particles be many?

Subhuti replied: Many indeed, Wor |d-honor ed One! Wher efor e? Because if such werereally minute
particles Buddha would not have spoken of them as minute particles. For asto this, Buddha has
declared that they are not really such. "Minute particles' isjust the name given to them. Also, World-
honor ed One, when the Tathagata speaks of galaxies of wor ldsthese ar e not wor lds; for if reality could
be predicted of aworld it would be a self-existent cosmos and the Tathagata teachesthat thereisreally
no such thing. " Cosmos" is merely a figur e of speech.

Then Buddha said: Subhuti, wor ds cannot explain thereal nature of a cosmos. Only common people
fettered with desire make use of thisarbitrary method.

Section XXXI. Conventional Truth Should be Cut Off
Subhuiti, if anyone should say that Buddha declar es any conception of egoity do you consider he would
under stand my teaching aright?

No, World-honored One, such a man would not have any sound under standing of the Tathagata's
teaching, because the Wor |d-honor ed One declar es that notions of selfhood, per sonality, entity and
separ ate individuality, asreally existing, ar e erroneous-these ter ms ar e mer ely figur es of speech.

Ther eupon Buddha said: Subhuti, those who aspire to the Consummation of Incompar able
Enlightenment should r ecognize and under stand all varieties of thingsin the same way and cut off the
arising of viewswhich ar e mer e aspects. Subhuti, asregar ds aspects, the Tathagata declaresthat in
reality they are not such. They are called " aspects'.

Section XXXII. The Delusion of Appear ances

Subhuti, someone might fill innumer able wor ldswith the seven treasur es and give all away in gifts of
alms, but if any good man or any good woman awakensthe thought of Enlightenment and takes even
only four linesfrom this Discour se, reciting, using, receiving, r etaining and spreading them abr oad and
explaining them for the benefit of others, it will be far more meritorious. Now in what manner may he
explain them to other s? By detachment from appear ances-abiding in Real Truth. -So | tell you-

Thus shall you think of all thisfleeting world:
A gar at dawn, abubblein a stream;

A flash of lightening in a summer cloud,
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A flickering lamp, a phantom, and a dream.

When Buddha finished this Discour se the vener able Subhuti, together with the bhikshus, bhikshunis,
lay-brothersand sisters, and the whole realms of Gods, M en and Titans, werefilled with joy by His
teaching, and, taking it sincer ely to heart they went their ways.

THE END
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